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Preparing Students to Live in One World An Informed Church Can Help Win the Peace 


“Changing a curriculum,” said President Wilbur of Throughout the country there is genuine interest in 
Stanford University, “is like trying to move a ceme- the plans of the United Nations for world organization, 
tery.” But even cemeteries sometimes have to be even though some people insist that it is all in the hands 
moved when they stand athwart the path of progress. of the politicians and that the church is helpless. An 
And the curriculums of American schools and colleges informed church is never helpless. The church has not 
must be changed radically if our youth are to be pre- only laid a foundation for world order by creating mil- 
pared mentally and culturally for life under an in- lions of international friendships, but it has been in- 
tegrated world order. sistent that a world organization be perfected, that the 

Language study, for example, which ought tobe most peace be won. Many ministers and church leaders are 
fruitful in destroying provincialism and a bumptious studying the proposals of the nations and are teaching 
national pride has so often been used as a “discipline” others what those proposals mean. Some are propos- 
by the teacher as to destroy its appeal for the student ing to set aside a month for emphasis on world order. 
and to make impossible for him understanding of es- Others are planning to hold a United Nations church 
sential appreciations of the cultural and spiritual con- night during the conference which will soon be in ses- 
tributions of other peoples and of the basic unity of all sion in San Francisco. One brotherhood plans for its 
human beings. Language study should be combined people to write directly to the American delegation. 
with cultural studies in an even division of time if it The important thing is to study now so as to be in- 
is to make its proper contribution in preparing youth formed when the time comes for offering concrete sug- 


for the future. gestions to the San Francisco delegation and to con- 
History, likewise, should be freed of its propagan- gress. ae 
distic tendencies. Too often, for example, it has been Our Commission on World Order is cooperating with 


used to sow the seeds of extreme nationalism and to the Federal Council’s Commission on a Just and Dur- 
develop a false patriotism based on misinformation and able Peace, and is glad to commend the special work of 
suspicion of other peoples instead of a true appreciation that inter-denominational group just at this time, just 
of the genuine contributions which a given nation has as the nations are gathering to approve or reject a 
made to civilization and to human welfare. It must plan which proposes world organization. Every pas- 
overcome also a narrow provincialism which has led _ tor should have available for study, and for his church 
-us to label a course “World History” which scarcely leaders to study, the following current pamphlets: 


mentions the ancient civilizations of the Orient or the “International Conciliation” (5e per copy) 
contributions of Russia to Europe and the world. His- contains section II of the Cleveland Con- 
tory must strive to make men citizens of the world in ference report and the notable address by 
the sense that Tom Paine used the phrase more than a Mr. John Foster Dulles. Carnegie Endow- 
century ago. ' ment for International Peace, 405 W. 117th 
“World Literature’ must become truly world litera- St., New: York. 27,°N. Yo. 7c : 
ture; so that students will no longer think of the West “From Cleveland to San Francisco (10c) an 
as sole custodian of great poetry, great drama, and illustrated discussion outline dealing with 
fiction. “Comparative Religion” can do more than pro- issues to be confronted at San Francisco. 
wide a sounding board for proving Christianity’s su- Sales Literature Section, U.C.M.S. 
_periority to all other religions—it can become the means There are two other sources from which citizens may 


i that love of beauty, love of good- obtain without cost documents which must not be over- 
pres BE ik. and the A to worship looked now. In fact they too are world peace publica- 
God are found wherever men are found and that these tions. The first list may be obtained by writing to the 
deepest yearnings of the human soul are embodied in Department of State, Washington, D. C. These in- 
the world’s great religions. To know this is to ap- clude copies of panel discussions on agi ee s Foreign 
preciate in a new way that all. men are brothers and Policy and can be presented by young peopie who may 
that all are children of Cod—wonderfully and fearfully take the parts of Secretary Stettinius, Acting Secretary 
made in His image. When we reflect that only 33 per Joseph C. Grew, and others. Other documents to be 
cent of the people of this world are Christians, we see had are: 


ld Order must rest on something more The United Nations, a chart; 

ae woe Ainge faith. To accept this fact, is in War, how we can prevent it. slay 
no way to dampen the Christian’s appreciation of the Prosperity, how we can promo ie fs 
world mission of the Church. H ‘ ne Tato: aie ane? Documents, with supple- 

j achieved an international unity. ; 
ee ne REED American, or German science. Dumbarton Oaks Proposals (an address ee 
There is only the search for fact and the results the Special Assistant to the pea vee. a) 
achieved in one land are verifiable by the same tech- State, Leo Pasvolsky) . lee ae : ess on 
niques in all others. But science can be taught in such the same subject by J oseph C. Grew, former 
a way that it loses all cultural and philosophical value. Ambassador to Japan. 
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Brotherhood and Survival 


Brotherhood is the sternest reality which the whole 
world has to face. 

Religion has taught us that “God has made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on the face of the 
whole earth,” and that he wills justice and peace among 
them. Science supports this ancient religious truth by 
proving that, any way you look at humanity the world 
over, you find that it is basically one. Brotherhood is 
simply the recognition of the facts about men as they 
are, demanding that if we would be strong and secure 
in this world, we acknowledge the facts—and proceed 
to make all life, in every realm, conform to them. 

In this sense, brotherhood is very much like any ob- 
jective truth that we know,—like the truth, for ex- 
ample, that there is a law of gravity, or the mathema- 
tical proposition that 2 plus 2 make 4.. When we know 
that a fact exists that has all the characteristics of a 
law we are wise only insofar as we accommodate our 
lives to it. We are foolish only insofar as we try to 
flaunt it. People who know what is good for them will 
not try to defy the law of gravity by jumping off high 
places. And people who want to stay out of jail will 
try to make 2 plus 2 always equal 4—not something less, 
or something more. For we are dealing with truths 
which demand that we recognize them. We cannot 
change their nature. 

Brotherhood is like that. It is a truth which states 
that mankind is one, and which demands that all social, 
political, and economic arrangements be made to con- 
form with it. 

To live in peace and to prosper in the future, America 
must help the rest of the world to live in peace and 
to prosper also. Our interests are too wide-spread, 
our shores—like other shores—too vulnerable. Peace 
for America is now inseparable from peace for the 
world. Peace in the world means the recognition of 
the solidarity of mankind. It is either brotherhood or 
destruction. For brotherhood now-——more than ever, 
has survival value which is indispensable to us. 

— By Dr. Wm. C. Kernan. 


Labor on University Board 
Cornell University voted recently to add three re- 
presentatives of organized labor to its board of trustees. 
The action, said President Edmund Day, “provides for 
the joining of agriculture, industry and labor in the 
councils of the Cornell Board and should enable the 


university to broaden its services in the public wel- 
9 


/ 


Effort at Poll Tax Repeal 

The United Christian Council for Democracy reports 
that the process for the repeal of the poll tax by federal 
legislation was started at scratch again in the new ses- 
sion of Congress.. Congressman, Vito, Marcantonio 
(ALP—NY) in early January re-introduced the poll- 
tax repeal measure (identical in content with the bill 
of last session—provided with same number—HR 7 ). 
Around HR 7, the Marcantonio bill, a bipartisan coali- 
tion has been formed to push for its passage, led by 
Congressman George Bender (R-Ohio). : 

The bill rests in the hands of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, as before, dominated by poll-tax congressmen 
(Chairman Hatton W. Sumners, Texas). No action 
can be expected from them. Even should the bill make 
the Judiciary Committee hurdle, the Rules Committee, 
also under the strong direction of poll-taxers, would 
prove the next bottleneck, probably refusing to give 
HR 7 a place on the House calendar for early discus- ~ 
sion. The answer is a Discharge Petition “relieving” 
both committees of consideration of the measure, bring- 
ing it to the floor immediately for debate and vote by 
the entire House. iW 

Discharge Petition No. 1 was initiated on March 1 
for this purpose. Required are the signatures of 218 
members (a majority) of the House. Over one hundred 
have signed to date. Which congressmen have signed 
cannot be made public under rules governing such pro- 
cedure. Certainly the last hundred will be the’ hardest 
to get. 


Fagley to Peace Commission 

Richard M. Fagley, education secretary of ‘the 
Church Peace Union for the past seven years, has been 
appointed co-secretary of the Commission on a Just 
and Durable Peace, instituted by the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America. 

He succeeds Dr. Luman J. Shafer, secretary for | 
Japan and China of the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Reformed Church in America, who was granted a 
year’s leave of absence to serve the Commission and 
who returned to the Board in January. » 

Mr. Fagley, who is associated with Dr. Walter W. 
Van Kirk, co-secretary of the Commission since its 
formation, took an active part in preparation of ‘the 
joint declaration on world peace issued two years ago 
by the American leaders of the three great faiths—_ 
Catholic, Jewish and Protestant. 

Since his association with the Church Peace Union, 
Mr. Fagley has taken a prominent part in the work of 
the churches for peace. He has been Educational Sec- 
retary of the American Council of the World Alliance 
Since 1988 and editor of the World Alliance News 
Letter. 

A Congregationalist, Mr. Fagley went to Europe with 
the Congregational Pilgrimage in 1980, served ‘as re- 
search assistant for the Congregational Council on 
Social Action in 1986 and 1987, and last year proposed 
and helped organize the World Order Compact, signed 
by Congregational and Unitarian churches. In addi- 
tion, he was secretary of the Congregational Commit- 
tee to draft a statement on the Churches and the Post 
War World for the General Council, and was elected 
assistant secretary of the Congregational Committee 
on Post War Aims. le 


On Social Frontiers 


“It appears that Military conscription in peace-time 
is being soft-pedaled by government officials and some 
others. It is‘ reported that officials of the Army are 
not to participate in public discussion. Also, it has 
been reported by the Washington State Committee to 
oppose Pédcetime Conscription ina letter dated Feb- 
ruary 15, 1945, that “the national headquarters of the 
American Legion in Indianapolis telephoned local 
(Seattle) headquarters telling them not to allow any 
more speakers to take part in debates or appear in 
meetings where'the other side is presented.”’ Through- 
out the country most groups who want to hear the 
subject discussed desire a presentation of both sides 
of the problem. Naturally this prohibition on public 
discussion raises interesting questions. 
* oS * 


A resident of a New York suburban community 

recently wrote the following to his local newspaper, 
“We have a situation in our town where children at- 
tending the same schools, playing in the same streets, 
are ‘segregated’ to the extent.that their parents cannot 
join the same clubs, because of religious differences, 
inculecating prejudice and breeding racial and religious 
animosities—all this in our present day and age in our 
so-called free community. ...Iam perfectly aware that 
this situation prevails throughout the country and else- 
where.” 
- People who move out of a neighborhood because 
Roman Catholic families move in, people who will not 
send their children: to schools where Jewish children 
attend, people who close the doors of their golf clubs 
to those who do not profess their religion these are 
the people who are doing their bit to make difficult the 
ereation of a Good Neighbor Policy in their communi- 
ties. 

Prejudice, not Christian love, lies at the root of what 
they do. And prejudice is not the stuff out of which 
we can build a strong and united America. 

* * * 


A nation-wide inquiry to investigate conditions in 
local jails throughout the country, where many thou- 
sands of teen-age children are being incarcerated as 
juvenile delinquents for more or less serious violations 
‘of the moral code, is being launched in 10,000 com- 
munities of the United States through their local Unions 
in accordance with plans recommended by the National 
Woman’s Temperance Union at a meeting of its Execu- 
tive Officers just concluded at National WCTU head- 
quarters. Expressing the views of the general officers, 
Mrs. D. Leigh Colvin, National President, said: 

“We are facing conditions which unless checked soon 
will cause an appalling increase in child criminality 
growing out of war conditions and the committing of 
thousands of boys and girls of teen-age to local jails 
for more or less serious infractions of the law, as a 
result of which these under-age youths are being thrown 
into harmful and corrupting proximity to hardened 
adult criminals. 

“We are in receipt of many protests against the com- 
mitting of children to local jails where health and moral 
conditions both are exceedingly bad. We are asking all 
friends of youth and thoughtful citizens everywhere to 
aid in canvassing the situation and in finding means to 
safeguard youth from such contamination.” 


SOCIAL ACTION _NEWS-LETTER 


which deal with Dumbarton Oaks. 
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Course on Cooperatives 

The Church Committee on Relief in Asia recently set 
up_a “Workshop on Rehabilitation in East Asia and 
India” which includes twelve sessions. on cooperatives. 
Among the lecturers who speak to the missionaries dur- 
ing the course which began March 10 at the New York 
School of Social Work.are Dr. Benson Y. Landis, Dora 
Maxwell, Sidney Stahl, Dr. Raymond Miller, Dr. I. W. 
Moomaw, Ellis Cowling, Robert. L. Smith, Dr. C. 
Maurice Wieting, Dr. C. Arild Olsen, and Dr. Lewis 
S. C.. Smythe, Disciple, professor of sociology at the 
Ma of Nanking and authority on cooperatives 
in China. 


Preparing Students to Live in One World 
(Continued from Page 1) 
The history of science is especially rich in examples of 
humanity at its best and drives home inescapably the 
fact that no nation and no race may lay claim to ex- 
clusive possession of goodness, devotion, self-sacrifice, 


_keenness of intellect or a passion for human. welfare. 


The Germans, Koch and Erlich, the Japanese Kita- 
sato, the French Pasteur and the Curies, the American 
Reed, the Russian Metchnikoff, are saving lives on 
every battlefield and every continent today.. But most 
departments of science are too busy teaching the facts 
of biology, chemistry and physics to make students 
aware of them. 


An Informed Church Can Help Win the Peace 
(Continued from Page 1) 

A third source from which important documents may 
be obtained is the Department of the Treasury, Wash- 
ington, D.C. Those which deal with the Bretton Woods 
Proposals are fully as important as any documents 
The plan, to relieve 
the financial tensions among the nations is as impera- 


_tive in the prevention of war as the reduction of arma- 


ments. ‘The following pamphlets should be in the pos- 
session of every one: 

Bretton Woods, the President’s message; 

Recommendation of Economists; 

The Monetary Fund, by H. D. White 

Fund and Bank, questions and answers; 

Bretton Woods & Foreign Trade. 

The Bretton Woods Agreements. 

International Monetary Fund and 

Bank for Reconstruction & Development. 


Shadows of the Holy Appliance 

Mr. William Henry Chamberlin, writing in Human 
Events, March 21, calls attention to the fact that the 
Holy Alliance which was formed by great military 
powers—Britain, Russia, Prussia, and Austria—for 
the purpose of holding down a warlike and aggressive 
France, is strangely similar to the Proposals of Dum- 
barton Oaks. The similarity is embarrassing, but the 
road ahead can be vastly different from that which saw 
the break-up of the Holy Alliance in less than ten years. 
The need then was a moral purpose. That is the need 
now, but the church can meet that need if it will. 

The editor, Dr. James A. Crain, is away from the 
office. His associates hope, that the message which 
this issue conveys will prove somewhat profitable and, 
that by next month Dr. Crain will be back with an in- 
terpretion of. social conditions and trends. in our 


country. 
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Cooperatives in Reconstruction 


Cooperative history was made last month when for 
the first time The First Lady of the land addressed a 
cooperative gathering. Pleading for working coopera- 
tion among peoples on the local, national and interna- 
tional levels to secure lasting world peace, Mrs. Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt struck the keynote of the evening when 
she spoke to a “standing-room-only” audience of over 
one thousand, including a score of senators, congress- 
men and foreign government officials, at the Freedom 
Fund rally sponsored by the Potomac Cooperative Fed- 
eration on February 27. 

“T have always felt that the cooperative movement 
which started from such small beginnings was really 
strong, not because, as in England, it became very 
strong as an economic factor, but because it represented 
a spirit among people which meant that they would 
work together, and I believe that is its most important 
meaning and strength for the future,’’ Mrs. Roosevelt 
said. She pointed out that while cooperatives in this 
country may bring material help to their fellow co- 
operators abroad, much more important was the spirit 
of working together here which would give people in 
other countries a feeling of support from those who 
care about the same things and are striving for a world 
in which men can work together in their own communi- 
ties, in their governments, and through their govern- 
ment, internationally. 

Sharing the platform with Mrs. Roosevelt were 
Charles P. Taft, Director of Wartime Economic Affairs 
for the State Department and Acting Director of the 
President’s War Relief Control Board; Congressman 
Jerry Voorhis of California; Dr. Frank Munk, Director 
of Training, UNRRA, and formerly a leading Czech 
economist. 

In a letter expressing regret at being unable to par- 
ticipate, Herbert H. Lehman, Director General of 
UNRRA said: ‘Where cooperatives are of, by, and for 
the people, the Freedom Fund will be a factor in im- 
plementing the same policy that is essential to secure 
the best possible use of UNRRA’s resources—to help 
people to help themselves by helping each other.” 

Mr. Taft stressed the importance of integration of 
effort, both here and abroad, on the part of govern- 
ments, Red Cross, UNRRA, voluntary agencies, and 
cooperatives, that intended to engage in relief work. 
“Cooperatives—small groups of people working to- 
gether to help themselves—are an example of the kind 
of democracy we need now,” Mr. Taft said. 

Dr. Munk, who recently returned from Europe, told 
about a little village he had visited in Greece, which 
was one of 3,000 completely destroyed by the Nazis. 
He described how the people returned to their village 
after liberation. Before they even rebuilt their houses, 
just finding enough shelter to cover their heads, they 
rebuilt their three important community organizations 

‘—their church, school, and cooperative, a cooperative 
olive oil press. Everywhere, Dr. Munk said, he found 
this cooperative spirit—people who were fired with the 
spark of what they knew before. “Cooperatives have 
been the first institutions to start working after libera- 
tion—the first cell in the economic body to heal,” he 
declared. 

Pointing out that cooperation is an alternative to 
big business and big government, which are the major 
causes of war, Congressman Voorhis said the one hope 
for peoples all over the world was the revival and ex- 


pansion of cooperatives as the economic foundation 
on which a peaceful world can be constructed. ‘Co- 
operation,” Voorhis concluded, ‘is the very stuff out 
of which the peace of tomorrow can be built,” 
Co-op News Service 


Defend Constitutional Liberties | 


Prominent religious leaders joined. more than 100 
other educators, civic, farm and labor leaders and gov- 
ernment officials in support of the Army’s recent order 
that membership in and sympathy with the views of the 
Communist party are not to be considered a bar. to 
commissions and other Army appointments, in a state- 
ment presented to Rep. Thomason, chairman of the sub- 
committee of the House Military Affairs Committee, to 
Secretary of War Stimson, and members of Congress. 
The statement was prepared and circulated by the Na- 
tional Federation for Constitutional Liberties. .The 
list of signers includes: 37 religious leaders; 32 educa- 
tors; 15 lawyers; 8 Jewish leaders; 12 businessmen and 
industrialists; 86 Negro leaders; 8 authors; 6 civic 
leaders; 4 doctors and dentists; 7 theatre people; 7 
labor leaders; 10 artists; 7 farm leaders; 12 editors; 5 
government officials. . 

Firmly supporting the Army’s order that “the basic 
consideration (in appointments) is ... loyalty to the 
United States,” the statement characterizes this as 
“common sense and the only sound policy for a de- 
mocracy.” The joint statement says, “Any position 
short of this would constitute a denial of constitu- 
tional rights, would fail to utilize all qualified soldiers 
and would undermine national unity. .:. It (the order) 
carries out our own country’s stated policies of unity 
of all forces seriously supporting the war effort.’ It is 
consistent with our close cooperation with the Soviet 
Union and with other United Nations members whose 
governments include Communists, for winning the war 
and building the peace.” wis 

Full text of the statement follows: “With regard to 
the question of rendering Communists and Communist 
sympathizers eligible for Army Commissions, we sup- 
port the War Department position as reported in. the 
press that in granting commissions and making various 
other Army assignments the basic consideration is not 
the propriety of the individual’s opinions; but his 
loyalty to the United States.” Any position short of 
this would constitute a denial of constitutional rights, 
would fail to utilize all qualified soldiers and would un- 
dermine national unity. The question of what one 
thinks of communist philosophy is not involved. The 
issue 1s one of full utilization on a democratic basis of 
all forces dedicated to winning the war. . Using this 
as a yardstick, the Army has apparently taken its posi- 
tion as a result of the excellent record of Communists 
and so-called Communists including a number who have 
been cited for gallantry and a number who have died 
in action. The War Department’s order is common 
sense and the only sound policy for a democracy. It 
carries out our country’s stated policies of unity of all 
forces Seriously supporting the war effort. It is con- 
sistent with our close cooperation with the Soviet Union 
and with other United Nations members, whose govern- 
ments include Communists, for winning the war and 
building a durable peace. The virulent opposition of 
the Chicago Tribune, Congressman Rankin and other 
divisive forces must not be permitted to block the War 
Department’s sound democratic decision.” 


